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Brookhaven’s Cherry Blossom Festival Draws Thousands
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From The Mayorʼs Desk...

[ J. Max Davis, Mayor - 404.637. 0710 - jmax.davis@brookhavenga.gov]
www.facebook.com/BrookhavenGAGov 

www.youtube.com/user/CityofBrookhavenGA

Dear Neighbors,
I am honored to invite you to celebrate Brookhaven’s one-

year anniversary. We will be having a birthday celebration 

be a fun event for families..
We also will host a formal incorporation commemoration 

at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17 on the green at Town Brookhaven 
to honor those who helped found the city. Brookhaven would 

volunteers who dedicated themselves to the formation of our 
great city. I thank each and every one of you who made this 
city possible and will be forever indebted to your service.

17, 2012. Since then, we have had numerous successes and 
milestones, including:
• More than doubling police coverage over prior County levels
• Assuming the maintenance of our parks
•
• Setting our millage rate one half mill below our cap
• Filling and repairing more than 110 potholes
• Completing 485 public works orders
• Repairing our sidewalks
•
• Issuing 1,316 new business licenses
• Issuing over 135 single family building permits
• Creating a $1 million reserve

your share of the tax burden and spends your tax dollars 
wisely. With this in mind, we have recently begun sidewalk 
installations and paving projects in each district this year - 
ahead of schedule. We are also launching our comprehensive 
plan, as well transportation and park plans, to provide a vision 
for the future growth of our beautiful city. Your input is vital 
and necessary, and I urge each of you to help us by contacting 
the city and participating in Brookhaven’s future. Please 
contact us at volunteer@brookhavenga.gov. 

I want to hear from all of you about what you want to see 

potential vision for Brookhaven in my State of the City address 
in January. I would like you to bring your suggestions to this 

in Oglethorpe University’s Lupton Hall. Residents may also 
visit me for “Mondays with the Mayor.” To schedule a meeting 
please contact the city clerk at 404-637-0464.

I wish you a safe Christmas and holiday season, and a very 
Happy Birthday to Brookhaven!

Sincerely,
Mayor J. Max Davis
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We want to hear from you!

The City of Brookhaven’s inaugural Cherry Blossom Festival 
drew more than 10,000 guests to Blackburn Park during the 
March 27-29 event. 

“It was great to see thousands of people of all ages from 
across Georgia enjoying the activities, from the music, to the 
children’s area to the pet activities,” said Council Member 
Rebecca Chase Williams, who first presented the idea for the 
festival. “The stunt dog show was a crowd favorite and the 
150 people and dogs in the pet parade had so much fun. Peo-
ple have told me how much they enjoyed this family-friendly 
event and that the cherry blossoms were beautiful!” 

About 225 cherry trees were planted last year in six of the 
city’s parks and at the entrance to City Hall on Peachtree 
Road. The cherry tree, a symbol of peace and good will, was 
adopted in April 2014 as the City of Brookhaven’s official 
tree. The event kicked off March 27 with live musical perfor-
mances, including the Brookhaven-based band Housebro-
ken. The fun continued throughout the weekend with more 
music, including performances by music legends The Coast-
ers and The Drifters, along with a 5K/1K run and walk and 
more stunt dogs.  

The final day’s events featured a pet parade and a 1K stroll 
through Blackburn Park, an arts and crafts market and a fun-
filled children’s village with Brookhaven’s own Mr. Greg’s 
Musical Madness. Food trucks, including Brookhaven-based 
Brook Lynn’s Own Sticks and Cones were also part of the fes-
tival. 

Mayor J. Max Davis was pleased with the festival’s success 
and the turnout. “One of the main purposes of the festi-
val was to build community and provide opportunities for 
Brookhaven businesses,” he said. “I am proud that people 
from all parts of the city came together to enjoy themselves 
at one of their city parks.” 

Hotel-Motel Tax at Work
The Cherry Blossom Festival and the 225 cherry trees 
planted for the event were funded by sponsorships 
and hotel-motel taxes generated by Brookhaven hotels. 
Brookhaven has one of the lowest hotel-motel tax rates 
in the metro area at 5 percent. State law requires local 
governments to use 40 percent of hotel-motel taxes to 
promote and attract tourism. This restricted revenue 
is not part of the city’s general fund. Events like the 
Brookhaven Cherry Blossom festival qualify for this 
funding. We thank our hotels for helping make Cherry 
Blossom and future festivals in Brookhaven possible.

Brookhaven Police K9 
Grizz Finds Lost Jewelry 
During Festival

Brookhaven Police Department K9 
Grizz and his handler Officer John 
Ritch recently found a lost piece 
of jewelry, which was a family 
heirloom.. The incident took place 
during the City of Brookhaven’s In-
augural Cherry Blossom Festival at 
Blackburn Park. 

While Officer Ritch and K9 Grizz were working off-duty 
overnight security for the Cherry Blossom Festival, they 
were approached by a visitor who asked for assistance to 
locate her missing silver bracelet.  Officer Ritch suggested 
that Grizz could track down articles with human scent on 
them. 

After a few minutes, Grizz alerted that he had located such 
an item. Officer Ritch then picked up the object, a silver 
bracelet, and showed it to the visitor, who confirmed it was 
her beloved bracelet that had been in her family for genera-

tions. The visitor became overjoyed 
with tears and thanked Officer 

Ritch and K9 Grizz for their help. 

A K9 dog’s sense of smell 
is at least 10,000 times 

more acute than hu-
mans. K9 Officers can 
search an area four 
times faster than 
human beings can, 
and with much high-
er accuracy. K9 dogs 
identify objects first 
by scent, followed by 
voice, and then by sil-
houette. Once police 
dogs find an object, 

they alert their handler 
in different ways. Dogs 

must first have basic obe-
dience training. All com-
mands must be followed 
without hesitation so of-
ficers can ensure that a 
dog will never lose con-
trol and hurt someone.
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Children help plan Brookhaven’s parks
Park planning in Brookhaven recently had some 

input from perhaps the most important source - this 
city’s children. Some 120 youth showed up when the 
Parks & Recreation Department, along with consul-
tants Greenberg Farrow, held four interactive work-
shops for the park playgrounds, allowing children to 
illustrate their ideas for future playground designs.

“The cool thing was that we’d already had adult in-
put for the parks’ master plans, but this was an oppor-
tunity for the kids to be a part of the process and give 
them a sense of ownership in their parks,” Parks and 
Recreation Director Brian Borden said.

Overall park planning is progressing, with the city 
completing field surveys for six of its parks, and work 
to begin soon to complete Clack’s Corner.

City officials and staff recently broke ground for the 
future Emory Sports Medicine Complex in Executive Park 
in Brookhaven. The first-of-its kind facility will also serve 
as the site of the Atlanta Hawks basketball club’s official 
practice site and operations center, and will bring some 
200 permanent jobs to Brookhaven. 

Pictured (from left) are Brookhaven City Attorney Chris 
Balch, Parks & Rec Director Brian Bordon, District 3 

Councilmember Bates Mattison, Community Development 
Director Ben Song, Development Authority member Sarah 
Kennedy, District 4 Councilmember Joe Gebbia, Mayor 
John Ernst, District 2 Councilmember John Park, Police 
Chief Gary Yandura, District 1 Councilmember Linley 
Jones, Zoning Board Chair Jed Beardsley, City Manager 
Christian Sigman and Deputy Community Development 
Director Patrice Ruffin. 
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From the Desk of the Mayor

Brookhaven’s mayor and city council in May appointed 
Christian M. Sigman as city manager following a com-
petitive nationwide search. The city manager is respon-
sible for the day-to-day operations of the city. Sigman 
has held leadership roles in local government admin-
istration for more than 20 years, most recently serving 
as county administrator for Hamilton County, Ohio. “In 
addition to Mr. Sigman’s distinguished career, his com-
passionate leadership style, his budgetary prowess and 
his visionary approach to ‘right-sizing’ development for 
the community make him the ideal candidate to lead 
Brookhaven as the city’s second chief operating officer,” 
said Brookhaven Mayor John Ernst.

Monthly Town Halls
Thursday, July 28
Latin American Association
2750 Buford Highway

Thursday, Aug. 25
The Marist School
3790 Ashford Dunwoody 
Road

Thursday, Sept. 29
Montclair Elementary School
1680 Clairmont Place

Thursday, Oct. 27
Oglethorpe University
4484 Peachtree Road

Thursday, Nov. 17
Ashford Park 
Community Center
2980 Redding Road

Thursday, Dec. 29
Lynwood Park  
Community Center
3360 Osborne Road

All town halls take place 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

A chance to shape our city’s future
Currently, one of the most 

prevalent conversations in 
Brookhaven is the pace and 
direction of development in 
our city. The time has come for 
us to act on our best intentions 
to strengthen our policies for 
smart and thoughtful growth. 
I am asking for as many resi-
dents as possible to participate 
in Brookhaven’s Character Area 
Study to maintain, preserve and 
enhance your neighborhood’s 
character and identity. We are all 
stakeholders in our city’s future.

This important component of 
Brookhaven’s 2034 Comprehensive Plan will 
further define the vision, goals, appropriate 
land uses and implementation strategies for 
Brookhaven’s neighborhood and districts. 
What does that mean exactly?

The Comprehensive Plan is the for-
ward-looking document designed to guide 
the development goals of the city, and dic-
tates public policy related to land use, hous-
ing and economic development. Strengthen-
ing this plan through this study will:

• Aid the rewrite of the City’s Zoning 
Code (which is the current conditions 
of land use), that was carried over from 
DeKalb County at city inception and is 
archaic,

• Provide guidance to residents and real 
estate developers on type and location of 
development/redevelopment,

• Help determine where growth could 
occur in your area; and ultimately,

• Save YOU time and trouble fighting new 
developments.

Your participation will include at least 

two separate meetings, 
at which you and your 
neighbors will work 
together to recommend 
strategies to Brookhaven’s 
Planning Commission 
and City Council as they 
relate to the character 
of existing single-family 
residential neighbor-
hoods, and where and 
what growth should 
occur. 
   The more residents that   
participate in this study, 
the stronger our policies 

can be.
YOUR ideas and input are critical to 

achieving our vision of Brookhaven as a ha-
ven of greenspaces nestled inside our urban 
landscape, a city of thought leaders and a 
community with character. Taking the time 
and effort now to shape our city’s future 
will benefit each and every citizen for many 
years to come.

Please participate and encourage your 
neighbors to join us. Visit the project 
website at www.BrookhavenCharacterAr-
eaStudy.com or contact the Community 
Development Department at 404-637-0500 
or characterareas@brookhavenga.gov to get 
involved.

As always, don’t hesitate to contact me at 
john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov or at 404-
637- 0710 with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely, 

John Ernst

John Ernst, Mayor
john.ernst@brookhavenga.gov
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City Council

John Park
District 2

john.park@brookhavenga.gov

Bates Mattison
District 3

bates.mattison@brookhavenga.gov

Joe Gebbia
District 4

joe.gebbia@brookhavenga.gov

The Brookhaven City Council generally meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 
3:30 and 7 p.m. at 4362 Peachtree Road. Visit www.brookhavenga.gov for schedule changes.

City meetings are streamed online and archived at www.brookhavenga.gov. Go to the “City 
Government” tab near the top of the homepage and click on “Meetings & Agendas.”

It’s summer picnic time! This summer, be sure to take 
advantage of our city’s great park system. We in the city 
of Brookhaven are fortunate to have 12 parks within our 
small 12-square-mile footprint.  

Our parks run the gamut from the very large Mur-
phey Candler Park, at over 100 acres including the largest 
public lake inside the perimeter, to the tiny neighborhood 
gathering spot of Clack’s Corner, only .2 acres.  

Our parks differ not only in size but also in character. 
Lynwood Park, for example, has basketball courts, a large 
rec center with lots of classes and activities, and a beau-
tiful stand of trees including one of the largest dogwood 
trees in the South. Blackburn Park has lots of playfields, a 
thriving community garden, lots of signature Brookhaven 
Cherry Blossom trees, and a wonderful sidewalk and path 
system.  

Every one of our parks has unique features - why not 
visit them all this summer?

There are even better times ahead for Brookhaven’s 
parks. This year, after a series of public meetings and 
tremendous citizen input, your City Council approved 
detailed park plans for each of our city’s parks.  

The work on many of the plans has already begun. 
Beautiful new bridges are going in at Murphey Candler 
Lake and Briarwood Park, and playground equipment 

is in the final stages of selection after our community’s 
children took advantage of the opportunity to share their 
dreams for the playgrounds by drawing pictures of their 
favorite playground equipment for our parks consultants, 
Greenberg Farrow. 

To view the detailed park plans online, just visit 
http://brookhavenga.gov/Home/Components/News/
News/381/17.

Always feel free to e-mail me anytime with your issues 
or concerns at Linley.Jones@BrookhavenGa.gov. 

I hope to see you soon in the park!

Notes from a Councilmember

Linley Jones
District 1
linley.jones@brookhavenga.gov
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City News

Video Cameras Can Offer 
Extra Neighborhood Security

New technology allows Brookhaven com-
munities to install video cameras that can 
provide video access to the Brookhaven Police 
Department. Video cameras, purchased and 
maintained at the expense of the neighbor-
hood, can be installed at entrances or other 
strategic locations. Neighborhoods may 
then choose to provide video access to the 
Brookhaven Police Department. Such com-
munity video sharing allows Brookhaven PD 
immediate access to security footage in the 
event of criminal activity.  

Brookhaven Police will not routinely mon-
itor neighborhood security footage unless a 
criminal investigation is in progress. Instal-
lation of security cameras for neighborhoods 
must be privately funded and will not be paid 
for by the city of Brookhaven.

For more information, contact Sergeant 
Justin Young at Justin.Young@brookhavenga.
gov or 404-637-0616.

Character Area 
Studies kick off

With the Character Area Studies kicking 
off in July, citizens will have a chance to 
review their neighborhood plan in depth 
and make recommendations for the Com-
prehensive Plan update. This process will 
help strengthen Brookhaven’s development 
policies, and will help inform the Zoning 
Code Rewrite effort, which is currently sus-
pended. For more information, visit www.
brookhavencharacterareastudy.com.

City collecting HOA 
contact information
To better communicate 
with Brookhaven’s indi-
vidual neighborhoods, 
the city is collecting 
contact information for 
presidents and/or repre-
sentatives of homeowner 
associations and neigh-
borhoods. To be added 
to our contact list, email 
news@brookhavenga.
gov or call 404-637-0508.

The Brookhaven Police Department’s Detective David Snively 
was recognized in May during ASIS International security as-
sociation’s annual Law Enforcement Appreciation Day. Snively 
was honored for his efforts in “Positive Policing” and launching 
the Brookhaven Police Explorer Program, which allows youth to 
explore careers in law enforcement. Snively (second from right) is 
pictured accepting his award along with Explorer Jordi Chinchilla 
(left), ASIS past chapter chair John Garrigan and Brookhaven 
Police Chief Gary Yandura (right).

More sidewalk, paving projects approved; work set to begin this summer
The Brookhaven City Council recently approved 

some new sidewalk and paving projects. 
The latest round of sidewalks to be installed will 

include: Ashford Dunwoody Road from Kadleston 
Way to Brookhaven Hill; Donaldson Drive from 
Bubbling Creek to Runny Meade; North Druid Hills 
from Arrington Place to Lenox Park Boulevard; and 
Goodwin Road from Shady Valley Road to East Rox-
boro Road.

Four-and-a-half miles of roads are also slated to be 
resurfaced soon, including Briarwood Road, Clair-
mont Place, Somervale Court, Clairmont Court, 
Corporate Boulevard, Ashwoody Court, Oak Forest 
Drive, Oak Forest Way, Ashwoody Trail, Coosawaa-
tee Drive, Georgian Drive East, Milowyn Place, Alta 
Vista Drive, Oakland Trace, Pelly Circle, Capital 
Club Circle, Rains Court and Parkcrest Drive. 

Street resurfacing is set to begin this summer.



2/2/2016
City Hall forum
2/10, 2/11, 
2/18 & 2/25
Council District 
workshops

4/21/2016
Online survey 
launched

Community input 
opportunities

Community input 
opportunities

City staff will have 60 
days to review

9/2016 
Planning Commission 
can defer, or recom-
mend approval or denial
City Council can 
approve, defer or deny
Development Authority 
will analyze and review 
any incentive requests

7/2016
MARTA 
rezoning 
application 7/25/2016

Public 
participation 
meeting/ 
5:30 p.m. at 
Oglethorpe 
UniversityGround-

breaking 
anticipated 
2nd Qtr
2017
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For an updated version of this timeline with future public input dates, visit www.brookhavenga.gov.
Visit MARTA’s website on the project at www.courbanize.com/marta-brookhaven-oglethorpe/timeline.
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3/30/2015
MARTA
issues RFP

9/3/2015
Developer 
selected

12/1/2015
Presentation
to City 
Council

The community is encouraged to continue providing input on MARTA’s proposal for a 
mixed-use development on 15 acres at the Brookhaven/Oglethorpe station on Peachtree Road. The 
proposal includes residential units, retail, offices, a hotel and public and civic space. For MARTA to 
build the project as proposed, a rezoning request must be approved by Brookhaven’s City Council.

Community Input
MARTA TOD Development

1/5/2015
MARTA
issues RFQ
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2/22/2015
CRB meeting

2/2015
City creates 
MARTA Citizen 
Reveiw Board
(CRB)

3/15/2015
City transportation & 
infrastructure stake-
holders meeting 
5/3/2015
City transportation & 
infrastructure stake-
holders meeting 6/8/2016

CRB meeting

6/16/2016
CRB meeting

6/22/2015
CRB meeting

2/8/2016
CRB meeting

4/2015
CRB meetings (5)

6/22/2016
Community 
meeting/ 
revised plan 
presented
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Around Town

The second annual Cherry Blossom Festival drew tens of thousands of folks to Blackburn Park in April to enjoy arts and craft tents, food trucks, live music, a 5K, kids area and pet parade.

Kids were able to climb in fire trucks and police cars at Park & Rec’s second annual Touch a Truck.

Food trucks returned to Blackburn Park in May and continue every Wednesday through Sept. 28. The Lynwood Park Community Day in May continued a decades-long tradition.

Mayor John Ernst threw out the first pitch at the Brookhaven Bucks’ opener in June.

PHOTO BY MIKE GARRETT
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Food Truck Roundup
PRICE: Free
DATE: Every Wednesday through 
Sept. 28
TIME: 5-9 p.m.
LOCATION: Blackburn Park
DETAILS: Join us on Wednesdays at 
Blackburn Park for our weekly Food 
Truck Roundup. Each night will fea-
ture at least 10 food trucks and live 
entertainment. This is a family friendly 
event so bring the kids, dogs and 
whoever else is hungry!

It Starts in the Parks 5K
PRICE: $35 from 7/4-7/22,  
$40 on-site registration
DATE: Saturday, July 23
TIME: Race begins at 7:30 a.m.
LOCATION: Blackburn Park
DETAILS: July is National Parks and 
Recreation Month, so what better way 
to celebrate than to get out in your 
parks? Brookhaven Parks and Rec-
reation will host our second annual 
5K to coincide with NRPA’s National 
P&R Month. The course will begin and 
end at Blackburn Park. T-shirts and 
awards for various categories will be 
presented at approximately 8:30 a.m. 

Parent’s Night Out
PRICE: $15 per child
DATES: Aug. 12, Sept. 16, Oct.14 
TIME: 6:30-9 p.m.
AGES: 5-12
LOCATION: Lynwood Community 
Center
DETAILS: Parent’s Night Out is a 
great way for parents to drop off the 
kids on a Friday and get some time to 
themselves. We will provide dinner as 
well as games, activities and plenty 
of options to keep the kids enter-
tained! Pre-registration is required 
by Wednesday before the event and 
pickup is promptly at 9. 

An Evening of Tango
PRICE: $15 per person (you do not 
need a partner to attend) 
DATES: Tuesday, Aug. 16
TIME: 7:30-10:30 p.m.
AGES: 18+
LOCATION: Briarwood Community 
Center
DETAILS: The night will begin with 
a fun one-hour introduction class to 
the social dance of Argentine tango, 

immediately followed by a traditional 
tango party (Milonga) so you can try 
out what you learned on the dance 
floor. The social will have light re-
freshments, Argentine Tango music, 
dancing, and a short performance 
later in the evening. Dress is casual 
or dressy- no sneakers or open back 
shoes. Registration is required by 
8/12; register online or by calling 404-
637-0512.

Fall Festival
DATE: Saturday, Oct. 22
TIME: noon-4 p.m.
LOCATION: Lynwood Park
DETAILS: Enjoy the crisp fall weather 
at Lynwood Park with a fall-themed 
get together for the whole family. We’ll 
have food, a bounce house and other 
activities.

Thanksgiving Day Meal
DATE: Thursday, Nov. 24
TIME: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
LOCATION: Lynwood Community 
Center
DETAILS: If you don’t have plans for 
Thanksgiving, stop by Lynwood Com-
munity Center and pick up a meal. 
Call 404-637-0542 for information. 

Light Up Brookhaven
DATE: Thursday, Dec 8
TIME: 6-8 p.m. 
LOCATION: Blackburn Park
DETAILS: This FREE event features 
special musical performance, visits 
with Santa (parents welcome to take 
pics), holiday crafts, Toys for Tots 
collection box, hot chocolate sale, 
refreshments and Christmas tree and 
Hanukkah display lighting. 

Red and White Ball
DATE: Saturday, Dec.10
TIME: 7-11 p.m.
FEE: 13 & up: $30 / 6-12: $15 / 
5 & under: Free
LOCATION: Lynwood Community 
Center
DETAILS: This holiday ball and toy 
drive will benefit people of all ages. 
The ball will feature a dinner and jazz 
band providing the entertainment, 
and will also be a means to donate 
toys that will be given to Toys for Tots 
to go to children in need during the 
holidays. 



BROOKHAVEN, GA 

Brookhaven Connect 
EFFORTLESS CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT 

Real-time Updates Simple Reporting Access Anywhere 

The City of Brookhaven is excited to provide residents improved access to 
issue reporting and other helpful city information. Visit the city's website or 

search for 'Brookhaven Connect' in your opp store to download today. 

www.brookhavenga.gov c1TYOsouR.CED 


