FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Brookhaven announces dates for 2016 Cherry Blossom Festival

Brookhaven, GA, Aug. 25, 2015 — The City of Brookhaven on Aug. 25 announced March
26-27, 2016, as the dates for the 2" annual Cherry Blossom Festival.

“This will be an event that families can embrace,” Mayor Rebecca Chase Williams said,
noting that the advantages of that particular weekend is that it's blooming season for the
cherry blossoms; there won’t be competing soccer and baseball games, school plays
and other events; and that it will not occur over Spring Break when many people leave
town.

It will also coincide with the timing of the Cherry Blossom Festival in both Macon and
Washington D.C., and takes place over Easter weekend.

The inaugural festival earlier this year drew an estimated 10,000 visitors to Blackburn
Park over the three days, helping to infuse as much as $185,000 into the local
economy. Some 95 percent of survey respondents rated their festival experience as
“good” to “excellent.”

Discover DeKalb will assist with marketing and promoting the festival, and the city will
issue a Request for Proposals for an event planner.

“I look forward to an even bigger and better festival next year,” Williams said. “Any
money that we spend on it will come from the hotel-motel tax, which can only be used
for projects that draw visitors to the city. It will not come from the general fund.”
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